Village of Baldwinsville Combined Board Meeting Minutes
Tuesday September 24, 2024
Approved



PRESENT:
Terrie King - Chairperson
Chris Greer 
[bookmark: _Hlk164615601]Kevin Hamilton
[bookmark: _Hlk167561598]Andrew Knowlden
Sandy Rabe
Jamie Sutphen, Village Attorney
Greg Sgromo, Village Engineer
Brody Smith, Bond, Schoeneck & King
Charlie Breuer, Executive Vice President Hueber- Breuer Construction
Steve Breitzka, Environmental Design & Research
Ben Harrell, Project Engineer, CHA Consulting
Michelle Hamilton, Planning Board Secretary

Chairperson Terrie King called a meeting to order at 7:00 PM and led The Pledge of Allegiance.

[bookmark: _Hlk178172876]Motion made to approve the corrected Planning Board Meeting Minutes of August 27, 2024, by Andrew Knowlden and seconded by Chris Greer. Motion carried. Unanimously approved.


Old Business: Bronze Foundry Lofts 

Brody Smith, an attorney, provided an update on this project, which included a redesign and a determination from Army Corps of Engineers regarding wetlands. The Army Corps of Engineers determined that 0.7 acres of property are wetlands, which are mostly within areas already designated as green spaces. Clarification was provided on the location of the 0.7 acres of wetlands on the site map. The project is ready to move forward with the SEQR process and public hearing. The commercial portion of the project is not proceeding as not all parcels are under control. Discussion on scheduling a public hearing, with a preference for the next available meeting. Outstanding engineering issues include traffic study dates, drainage, and water usage. Concerns were raised about the timing of the traffic study, which was conducted around Good Friday and Easter Sunday of 2023. A supplement traffic study may be needed to address concerns about school traffic.   A full drainage report is necessary to assess the impact on the site layout. The board discussed the strategy for public hearing, including keeping them open for multiple meetings if necessary. The board decided to move forward with SEQR process and declared the Planning Board as the lead agency. 

Motion to declare the Planning Board as the lead agency by Andrew Knowlden and seconded by Kevin Hamilton. Motion carried. Unanimously approved.

Documents will be sent to the county for their input. The importance of public input was emphasized, and the board discussed the timing of the public hearing. The board considered the impact of upcoming holidays on public hearing attendance.

Motion was made to schedule October 22, 2024, Public Hearing by Chris Greer and seconded by Kevin Hamilton. Motion carried. Unanimously approved.


Fobes Island Development, Lock Street

Ben Harrell presented changes to previously approved development project, including reducing the number of buildings and adjusting the trail layout. The project now includes one 24-unit building and one 6-unit building, instead of the originally planned six buildings. The trail has been moved to create more green space between the trail and the river, avoiding floodplains. The shift to a three- story building with an elevator is driven by market demand, particular from seniors. There were discussions about whether the changes warrant a public hearing for additional feedback.  The project will need to go through architectural review and site plan review. The board discussed the need for updated engineering and landscaping plans. Concerns were raised about the lighting and the safety of the walkway in relation to trash collection. There were concerns about the project’s timeline and its impact on residents. 











New Business: 48 Salina Street, Zone Change Application  

Ben Harrell presented a request for a zone change for 48 Salina Street to allow a bocce club. The board expressed concerns about spot zoning and its long -term implications. The possibility of obtaining a use variance for the bocce club was discussed as an alternative to rezoning. The board considered the potential future uses of the property if it were rezoned. The impact on the community and surrounding residents’ areas was a key consideration. The idea to rezone the area came from meetings with the mayor, who recommended it. The importance of forward thinking in planning and zoning decisions was emphasized. Based upon what has been presented, and the uses allowed in the B-1; the zone change is not going be recommended by this Board and this Board tables the final recommendation until the next Planning board meeting in order to comprehensively explain this position of this Board to the Village Board.

Rosanne Wicks resigned from the Board for personal reasons, and a new member needs to be found. Discussion about the benefits of using zoom for meetings, including increased participation and flexibility. The possibility of conducting meetings via Zoom was discussed, especially considering Covid-19. The legal requirements for conducting Zoom meetings include showing the participant’s face and certain conditions like illness.

Motion made by Andrew Knowlden and seconded by Sandy Rabe to adjourn meeting at 8:07 p.m. Motion carried. Unanimously approved.



Respectfully submitted,

Michelle Hamilton
Michelle Hamilton
Planning Board Secretary
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