Village of Baldwinsville Planning Board Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, August 26, 2025
Approved


PRESENT:
Terrie King- Chairperson
[bookmark: _Hlk164615601]Chris Greer 
Andrew Knowlden
Kevin Hamilton
James Miller
[bookmark: _Hlk167561598]Johanna Bock
John Bock
Susanne Angarano – Alternate
Ryan Brough, Artesion Construction
Jamie Sutphen, Village Attorney 
Greg Sgromo, Village Engineer
Michelle Hamilton, Planning Board Sectary

[bookmark: _Hlk178172876]Terrie King called a meeting to order at 7:00 PM and led The Pledge of Allegiance.

Motion made to approve Planning Board Meeting Minutes of June 24, 2025, by Kevin Hamilton and seconded by Andrew Knowlden. Motion carried. Unanimously approved.

Motion made to approve Planning Board Meeting Minutes of July 22, 2025, by Chris Greer and seconded by Johanna Bock. Motion carried. Unanimously approved.

Old Business:  none
 New Business:
Welcome and Introduction to new alternate – Susanne Angarano.  Suzanne has lived in the Village of Baldwinsville for 10 years. Susanne is a Principal of Ashley McGraw Architects and Owner of Vaysen Studio, a New York State Certified Woman-Owned Business Enterprise. She is an interior designer/architect and looking forward to the new role.
Tymeless Tattoo-
This site plan was referred to the Architectural Review Board (ARB) for further review and is on the agenda for their next meeting. (September 2, 2025) The board requested a future submission with a survey from a licensed surveyor, including topography and a scale bar for accurate assessment, noting the proposed plan lacked a scale bar. Concerns raised about the narrow driveway (approx. 8-9 feet), which is intended for two-way traffic, and its proximity to residential properties. The existing building adjacent to the driveway has protrusions like AC units and electrical lines, making the space tighter. Suggestion to consider moving the driveway from the residential side to the south side that backs up to the shopping center. A survey is required in order to confirm dimensions, especially at the back of the property.
Parking lot design:
Proposed spaces are 10x18 ft, exceeding the village requirement of 9x18 ft. The drive aisle is extra wide, and there was a suggestion to pull it back to create more buffer. Suggestion to reduce parking space width to increase buffer for residents and green space.  No landscaping was shown in the plan; the board requested a landscape plan to provide visual and noise buffer for neighbors. Discussion about turnarounds and front yard space; suggestion for foundation plantings to break up grass between the building and the sidewalk. 
Drainage and paving:
The board requested additional details on paving, sidewalks, landscaping, and ADA compliance. Discussion regarding water drainage from the building’s gutters, with a suggestion to split drainage 50-50 by bringing half of it to the front and half to the rear. Lighting:  concerns were raised, especially regarding the impact on neighbors from sconces or similar fixtures; request for architectural cut sheets to ensure they don’t impact neighbors. Building square footage and crawl space discussed; clarification needed for code compliance, as the height of the crawl space might qualify it as habitable, impacting square footage and accessibility requirements.
Signage:
Must be called out, specified, and be within code parameters, including elevation. Flashing lights are not permitted in the town. Window signs should be specified and certainly not face residential areas.
Safety and egress:
Board emphasized importance of egress and visibility, especially given the building’s length and potential blind spots in the driveway. Suggestion to install visual mirrors for driveway visibility. Parking space reduction could increase parking and possible push further back on the site to add additional spaces to accommodate 5 studios and clients. Discussion of permeability and increasing green space.
Trash and fencing:
Discussion about existing trash handling (roll-out) and the need for dumpster enclosures if applicable. Suggestion for a privacy fence and taller plantings to mitigate headlights and noise along the northern lot line with the residential property from cars in the back. Village standards for dumpster enclosures and other fences were referenced.


Business operations:
The business has four or five studios; parking for staff and customers was discussed, considering potential overflow onto the street. Concern about the busy street (Mechanic Street) where parking is allowed could lead to congestion. Hours of operation were stated as typically 10am-7pm, mostly after rush hour, but concern was raised about future changes in business hours (e.g., until 9pm or on weekends) and the long-term logistics for parking.
Building elevation and lighting:
Lighting is noted as present but not shown on architectural plans. The building is taller than the previous structure and has many windows, raising privacy concerns for neighbors whose backyards are now overlooked. The previous business was low-traffic and did not bring customers to the site, whereas the new use may increase activity. The board requested updated plans with all requested details, including a re-evaluation of the driveway location on the left side if dimensions allow.
Variance and code compliance:
Discussion about the potential need for a variance due to the building’s square footage and zoning, especially if the crawl space is deemed habitable. Egress requirements for a habitable basement or second floor were discussed, noting that neither is currently accessible. Parking requirements: one space per 500 sq ft for professional services, which calculates to 9.7 spaces, rounded up to 10 spaces needed. ADA space requirements (8 ft wide plus 5 ft access aisle) were discussed as a way to potentially gain another space as the current space is oversized. The board will re-examine the driveway location and parking once accurate measurements are provided.
Feedback & Planned Actions:
Board provided detailed feedback on site plan deficiencies and requested revisions. Applicant agreed to provide updated plans, including a surveyor prepared survey, landscape plan, drainage details, lighting cut sheets, and signage specifications. Board will review the updated submission at the next meeting.





LaMadre Landing:
The Landing project applied for a site plan approval extension.  Christopher Community has received funding and applied for building permits. No further extensions will be required. 
Motion made to grant a six-month extension for LaMadre funding by Andrew Knowlden and seconded by Chris Greer. Motion carried. Unanimously approved.

Bronze Foundry Lofts- Site Development Plan Submittal – SWIPP –

Engineer provided update on this plan.

Motion made to close meeting by James Miller and seconded by Johanna Bock to adjourn meeting at 7:44 PM Motion carried. Unanimously approved.

Respectfully submitted,

Michelle Hamilton	
Michelle Hamilton
Planning Board Secretary
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